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Abstract Objective: To describe the characteristic of post —traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) among earthquake
survivors in Wenchuan Sichuan and to explore the risk factors associated with PTSD following earthquake. Method:
In 2008, 1 month after the major earthquake in Wenchuan Sichuan, 57 survivors and 60 health control subjects
were surveyed to examine the background factors of demographics and to exposure the stress symptoms and mental
disorders that were associated with PTSD. The characteristic of PTSD was assessed using Impact of Event Scale
(IES) and SCL-90. Result: Compared with control subjects, earthquake survivors group had more IES scores,
significant severe post—traumatic stress symptoms, physical fatigue, depression and anxiety. The prevalence rate of
PTSD (n=25) was 43%. The PTSD group significantly different from non—PTSD on variables, with greater likelihood
on low school education, disability, death of first—class relative, no family support. Conclusion: Earthquake survivors
had more symptoms of PTSD, physical fatigue and emotion problems. Low school education, disability, death of
first—class relative and less family support were the risk factors associated with PTSD following earthquake.
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