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Abstract Objective:To identify the differences in the status of social participation of people with disabilities(PWD)
in urban and rural areas in the province of Guangdong,and consequently, to seek out the corresponding strategies
of rehabilitation for the PWD concerned. Method: Statistics and analysis were made on the data collected from the
province of Guangdong in the Second National Sampling Survey of PWD in 2006, with particular concern on the
results of the assessment of social participation of WHO-DAS 1I subentries as listed by different categories of
disabilities. Result: As a whole, the proportion of the prevalence of disabilities is higher in the rural population
than in the urban population. More limitations on social participation were showed in PWD of the rural areas than
of the urban areas. No significant differences in the social participation, were found between the people with visual,
speech, intelligence disabilities in urban area and those in rural area. For people with hearing, physical, mental
disabilities, significant differences in the subentry of social participation were found between those living in urban
areas and those living in rural areas. Conclusion: A large majority of persons with disabilities in Guangdong
Province have various levels of participation restrictions, especially those in rural areas,who should be the main
target population of rehabilitation services. We propose that the three -level network of rehabilitation should be
strengthened, establishing rehabilitation stations in the “New Village Cooperative Healthcare Service” as well as in
the Community Health Centres. On the top for supervision and referral, a network for the prevention and
rehabilitation of some specific disabling diseases and injuries should be set up.
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