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Abstract Objective: To analysis the main causes of hearing impairment adults, and to raise effective methods to
prevent and treat this impairment directly, with carefully study the data from the Second National Sampling Survey
on Impairment in Guangdong province. Method: The relative data were collected in 2006. The statistics study was
taken according to the disability severity, urban and rural distribution, also the onset age. The main causes of
hearing impairment were investigated. Corresponding suggestion on prevention and treatment were raised according to
more survey studies and medical analysis. Result: Different risk causes led to significant differences in disability
severity, urban and rural distribution, and even the onset age (P<0.01). The incidence of hearing impairment was
much higher in rural region than in urban region (73.8%:26.2%). The main cause for hearing impairment was
presbycusis (64.4%), for middle—aged patients was otitis media (31%),and for old patients was presbycusis (75%).
Genetic factors (61.9%) and infectious diseases (53.8%) caused serious hearing impairment. Conclusion: To reduce
and alleviate the hearing impairment, more works should be done ,such as genetic survey, more examinations and
educations before and after childbirth, general hearing examination for the aged, early use of acouophone in hearing
impairment patients, more financial and technical supports in rural region.
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