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Abstract

Objective:To explore the effects of semantic navigation training (SNT) applied by family members on improve-
ment of speech function in patients with aphasia.

Method: Twenty patients with aphasia were randomly divided into SNT group (n=10) and unrelated semantic
(US) group (n=10). One hundred and twenty—two words chosen from Chinese word association norms were used
in this study. The presentation sequence of words was generated automatically with network analysis techniques
in SNT group and randomly without network analysis techniques in US group. All the patients with aphasia re-
ceived speech therapy implemented by family members daily for 10 consecutive d. Speech function was evaluated
with western aphasia battery (WAB) and mini-communicative activity log (Mini—cal) before and after therapy re-
spectively in all the patients.

Result: The fluency, comprehension and aphasia quotient(AQ)) of WAB after therapy were significantly higher in
SNT group than that in US group. All the subitems and AQ of WAB in SNT group were significantly higher af-
ter therapy than before therapy. All the subitems and total scores of Mini—cal after therapy in SNT group in-

creased significantly in comparison with US group and were significantly higher than that before therapy in SNT

group.
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Conclusion: SNT implemented by family members may effectively improve speech function in patients with apha-

sia and is a suitable method for family treatment.
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