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Abstract

Objective: To screen the peripheral nerve injured in 6 disaster towns of Shifang City 9 months after Wenichuan
earthquake in 2008 and carry out an investigation of rehabilitation instruction and rehabilitation for these injured.
Method: There were 6 towns in Shifang City that were disaster regions, including Yinghua, Hongbai, Shigu, Baji—
ao, Jiandi and Luoshui. Three—grade screening method was used to detect the peripheral nerve injured. Firstly,
the village doctors were asked to make sure which person had injury during the earthquake and listed their
names. Secondly, the town doctors did the physical examination for the injured and diffentiated which ones were
suspected of suffering peripheral nerve injury. Thirdly, the specialists from Peking University First Hospital did
physical examination again to make sure if the person had peripheral nerve injury and located the injured nerve.
Accompany with the third grade screening, a rehabilitation questionnaire was used to comprehend the rehabilita—
tion circumstance of these injured after earthquake. After the three—grade screening, EMG examinations were test—
ed for the suspected peripheral nerve injured to confirm the injuries manifested in EMG.

Result: A total of 372 persons entered the third—grade screening and 140 of them were suspected suffering from

peripheral nerve injury 9 months after earthquake. Among them, 31(22%) cases were suspected suffering from mo-—
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tor nerve injury, 26(19%) sensory nerve injury and 83 (59%) mixed nerve injury. Finally, 105 persons had EMG

examinations, 48 cases of them had peripheral nerve injury abnormal manifests. For all the peripheral nerve in—

jured, only 42 (30%) of them received rehabilitation instruction or treatment. In addition, 123/372 persons had

pain and 16/372 persons' Barthel indexes were less than normal.

Conclusion: Nine months after earthquake, there were still many people had peripheral nerve injury or pain or

the in basic activities of daily living were affected, but most of them hadn't rehabilitation instruction or treatment.

It warns us that after serious disaster among the emergencies, there may be underlying peripheral nerve injury, so

we should pay attention to this and carry out rehabilitation when needed.
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