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Abstract

Objective: To observe effects of electroacupuncture (EA) on the memory of rats with vascular dementia (VD).
Method: Twenty-four Wistar rats were randomly divided into a sham-operation group, a model group and an
EA group (8 in each group). The VD rat model were performed with permanent bilateral common carotid ar-
tery occlusion in the model group and the EA group, while no occlusion of bilateral common carotid was oper-
ated in the sham-operation group. All the rats were kept in immobilization apparatus while receiving treat-
ments. EA was applied onto “Baihui” (DU20) and “Zusanli” (ST36) acupoints in EA group for 30 min, once
a day for 14 days. The sham-operation group and model group were only immobilized. After 14 days treat-
ment, memory of the rats were evaluated by the novel object recognition test.

Result: Compared with sham-operation group, recognition index (RI) and discrimination index (DI) of model
group decreased with significant difference (P < 0.05). Compared with model group, the RI and DI of EA
group increased with significant difference (P < 0.05).

Conclusion: EA was helpful for improving the memory of rats with VD.
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