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Abstract

Objective: To examine the predictive validity of the job-specific functional capacity evaluation (FCE) for the pa-
tients with occupational hand trauma to return to work.

Method: Based on FCE performance, 142 participants with occupational hand trauma were received recommen-
dations of return-to-work. After three months later, participants were contacted to ascertain their employment sta-
tus by telephone and examined the predictive validity of each item of FCE.

Result: There were significant and moderate relationship between recommendations of return to work and em-
ployment rate after three months by McNemar-Bowker test (P<0.01).The accurate rate of FCE to predict re-
turn to previous job was 91.38%, return to previous job with modifications 72.22%, change job 77.08%, and
the accuracy of inappropriate return to work was 19.23%. The items of whether or not the on-site work assess-
ment and the physical requirements of the assigned work had an impact on the predictive validity of function-
al capacity evaluation.

Conclusion: Job-specific FCE shows a good predictive validity in relation to the return to work of patients
with occupational hand trauma.
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